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At a third level, my misgivings are based on what I 
tend to call connecting the dots. The timing of Dr 
Qadri's return; information flowing out from British 
sources that the UK High Commissioner to Pakistan 
visited Dr Qadri in Canada two or three times about 
six months ago; the growing belligerency of drones 




and Indian troops along the LoC, alongside an 
unprecedented increase in terrorism, especially in 
Quetta; the sheer money and organizational 
structure that suddenly became overt just too many 
coincidences in terms of timeline. Some said the 
establishment was behind Dr Qadri, but I am not 
convinced on that count! However, external powers 
I suspect have a role, although I have no proof 
simply an educated assessment of what is 
happening within Pakistan and in our region. 
We know the US seeks a favorable dispensation in 
Islamabad up to 2014 so that its withdrawal from 
Afghanistan can be smooth and the post-withdrawal 
scenario to its liking. A long-term friendly caretaker 
setup would suit them more than an elected 
government, especially since they are not sure what 
will happen in the next elections when there is no 
NRO and no guarantors! We also know how the UK 
played a lead role in the whole NRO game, so the 
same linkage can be taken as a given again. 
Banking on someone they recognize as a liberal 




religious leader, who has even sought to justify 
drones before December 23, they feel will allow 
them to bring the Pakistani nation on board. These 
are dangerous and false assumptions but it will not 
be the first time such miscalculations have been 



made. 
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